Cancer of the endometrium and corpus uteri.
Uterine cancer is often diagnosed at an early stage and is therefore considered one of the most curable gynecologic malignancies. Despite this, a substantial number of women who present at more advanced stage or with unfavorable histologies suffer significant morbidity and death from this disease. Research continues along several fronts in an attempt to improve the prognosis for this group of women. Basic scientific research has continued to evaluate mechanisms of carcinogenesis in the hope that better targets for treatment and prevention of disease will be found. Epidemiologic studies have attempted to further define risk factors as well as elucidate risk in those patients receiving combination estrogen and progestin hormone replacement therapy. Clinical studies have further defined prognostic factors, and examined new surgical staging techniques and the need for adjuvant therapy after primary surgery. However, treatment options for advanced and recurrent disease remain limited.